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Christmas: A Season of
Anticipation
Anticipation: The action of
expecting something. Many of us
I am sure have all kinds of stories
as kids or even now as adults
where the anticipation of
something was unbearable. You
can
probably
reminisce,
especially during this season of
Christmas, about a time where as
a kid you couldn’t sleep the night
before Christmas because all you
could think about was the day
you got to open presents. The
anticipation of unwrapping a gift
that was put under a tree with
your name on it is all you could
think of at that moment. Do you
remember the feeling you had
when asked the question, “What
do you want for Christmas?” The
moment you were asked that
question to the day you
unwrapped
that
gift
the
anticipation was unbearable.
Maybe you are the type that
expects that gift to be what you
asked for, or maybe you like the
anticipation of not knowing until
you open the gift. As I sit here
and remember those days in my

life I can’t help but think, “Is that
how I feel about the gift that God
put upon the tree for me?” I stop
to think about those feelings of
anticipation
(expecting
something) and ask myself,
“What am I anticipating from
God today?” It is a good thing to
expect from God because His
Word is full promises that He
gives to all His children today.
First and foremost, in this season
of Anticipation, there is a gift
under the tree that has your name
on it and it is called salvation.
That salvation came in the form a
baby, lived a perfect sinless life,
died a cruel death and was raised
to glory. Accepting that gift is
the greatest thing ever given as a
gift and with it comes much
anticipation. I pray this season,
with anticipation, we share that
gift to others.
Written by Pastor Nick Church
Covington Christian Church

Church Events
• Dec 7th Christmas Banquet
• Dec 17th Christmas
Program
• Dec 18th Released Time
Bible Class
• Dec 24th Christmas Eve
Service – No Pm Classes
• Dec 25th Christmas!
• Dec 27th No Wednesday
Night Activities
• Dec 31st New Years Eve –
No PM Classes
• Jan 7th New Preaching and
Bible Study Series Begin

are under the law, so that we might receive
the adoption of sons.
The story of Christmas is how God loved the
world!
We want to tell this story and celebrate this
act of love all throughout this Christmas
season, and especially at our Christmas
Program.

John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the
world that He gave His only begotten
son, that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish but have everlasting
life.” In the New Living Translation of
the Bible this verse reads, “This is how
God loved the world: He gave His one
and only Son, so that everyone who
believes in Him will not perish but
have eternal life.” It has been said that
a person’s observable actions, not just

their written or spoken words, provide
the evidence that they truly love you.
If a husband were to repeatedly tell his
wife that he loved her, but never
proved it with his actions, it would not
be long before his profession of love
would be called into question.
Paul writes in Galatians 4:4 But when
the fullness of time had come, God sent
for his Son, born of a woman, born
under the law, to redeem those who

Sunday Nights
in 2018
We have been working hard to
finalize all the details for the
Bible studies we will offer this
coming year, and I am excited
about how the Lord is leading.
We will begin with an 8-week
study which comes as Part 2 of
our Foundations of the
Christian Life track. This series
of lessons focus on God Our
Redeemer. It begins with the
Fall of man, and then examines
the Law and Grace of God and
will finish with the person and
work of Jesus Christ.
We also want to share a couple
of highlights that we are
looking forward to later in the
year. First is an opportunity to
host a streaming event of Dr.
Paul
Tripp’s
Marriage
Seminar, “What Did You
Expect?” This will be a 4-part

video based seminar on
strengthening your marriage.
We are also making plans for a
major ongoing outreach event
for our community through the
series, “Christianity Explored.”
It is a 7-part study that goes
through the book of Mark and
focuses on the Person of Jesus
Christ. It is a series that is
specifically
designed
for
reaching the unbeliever. Our
desire is to have our people
serving the community through
this series, so that we might
reach many with the Good
News that Jesus saves!
Our vision for the church is that
every member will make a
commitment to be apart of at
least one study throughout the
year. Don’t wait, be ready to
start the year off on the right
foot!

We’ve sent out over 1,500 invitations to our
community this year in an effort to make
Christmas the best outreach event of the year.
Please make plans to attend this special
service, and take the time to prayerfully
invite someone to join you!
Following the service, we will have a time of
fellowship with Christmas cookies, snacks
and hot chocolate.
Let’s pray that God gives us a great time
together as we celebrate God’s Gift of Love!

Equipping the Saints
Sunday morning January 7 we will begin a new preaching series
going through the book of Ephesians. There are many familiar
passages in the book of Ephesians, but Ephesians is not just a
collection of disconnected fantastic parts. Rather each part is
linked to the spiritual treasure of the book and each part builds
upon the previous with the climax of the book coming in the last
chapter with victory in the spiritual warfare of our lives and
church. Make plans to be in church as we begin a new year of
ministry here at South.

