
The Last Invitation 
Revelation 22 

Introduction: 

 

Over the course of the last 4 months on Sunday Nights my dad Larry Kirkpatrick taught on the 

subject of Standing for Christ in the Last Days. The class was a chapter by chapter and verse by 

verse study of the prophetic passages in Daniel and the entire book of Revelation.  Throughout the 

study one of the things that the class discussed are current trends and events related to living in the 

last days.  And it really doesn’t take long to see so many things pointing in that direction.  Even 

this week we saw the reports on: 

• The Supreme Court hearing the case of reversing the traditional view of marriage. 

• The riots in Baltimore as well as a couple months ago in Ferguson. 

• Then there was the most devastating earthquake in the history of Nepal.  The most recent 

statistic I heard was that the death toll was over 6,000.  The quake was so severe that 

geologists are reporting that it lifted a region 75 miles long by 30 miles wide of Katmandu 

by as much as 3 feet while at the same time causing Mt. Everest to shrink in height. 

o As severe as this earthquake was a missionary friend from India who is currently 

in Nepal providing relief wrote this week, “The Indo-Australian tectonic plate is 

pushing into the Eurasian tectonic plate, giving rise to the tallest mountains on Earth 

– the Himalayas. Seismologists predict that earthquakes on a scale of 32 times the 

destructive force of the most recent earthquake are inevitable for Nepal, as immense 

pent-up geologic pressure mounts on that highly volatile fault line separating India 

from China – with tiny Nepal right in the middle. 

• In the Sunday Night class the group examined the realities of the last days and the days 

following the rapture of the church, so that each would be able to know how to stand firm 

in these last days. 

 

Revelation 22 is the last chapter in the Bible. It is chronologically and topically God’s final 

message in His inspired Word. The angel of the Lord has taken John in the Spirit and showed him 

the things that would come to pass, including the judgments during the tribulation period, the rise 

of the antichrist and his unholy trinity as well as details from the Millennium and of Heaven. 

In ch. 20 John records the final defeat of Satan and the final judgment of mankind at the Great 

White Throne Judgment 

• Read Revelation 20:11-15. 

 

Then in ch. 21 John sees a new Heaven and a New Earth for the first Earth had passed away. He 

describes details of this new Heaven and Earth. 

• Read Revelation 21:1-5; 18-19a; 21-27. 

 

Now as we come to ch. 22 John records one final message and here we find the last invitation that 

God gives. 

• Read Revelation 22:1-21. 

 

Notice the statement that is repeated 3 times in vs. 7, 12, 20 …  

• “I am coming soon!” or in the KJV “I come quickly!” 



 

The Bible teaches us that Jesus Christ will return at any time for His church. The only thing holding 

him back is the proper timing of the Father in Heaven. The imminent return of Christ is a truth that 

changes everything. 

• The verb “coming” in this statement is in the Present indicative.  The present meaning that 

it is an action already in process and the indicative mood describing that it is real as opposed 

to being merely a possibility or contingent on another context. 

• Vs. 6 tells us that this trustworthy and true. In other words divine authority has been cited, 

the message has been proclaimed, and the certainty of it has been settled – Jesus is coming 

soon! 

• And this reality changes everything! 

 

1. It Changes Everything for Believers vs. 7-11 

 

A. It changes everything about how we live our life. We do not live for the pleasures of tis 

world or the lusts of our flesh, rather because Christ is coming soon, we are to live holy 

and righteous. 

o 1 John 3:1-3 See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be 

called children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us 

is that it did not know him. 2 Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will 

be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, 

because we shall see him as he is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies 

himself as he is pure. 
 

B. It changes the things to which we dedicate ourselves and the disciplines we ought to have. 

o  If Jesus is not coming soon, why should we concern ourselves with really digging 

into God’s Word and living a holy life?  If Jesus isn’t coming soon we’ve still got 

time to do what we want. 

o But because the time is near we need to be more diligent and disciplined lest we 

find ourselves ill-prepared when He comes. 

o 2 Peter 3:18 was written in the context of admonishing believers as they are living 

in the last days. He says, But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

C. It changes our priorities, purpose, and pursuits.  

o Because Jesus is coming soon, as believers we ought to give ourselves over entirely 

to making known the reality of God’s judgment on sin and the hope we have in 

Jesus Christ!!! 

� The hope of heaven is real! 

� The wrath of God’s judgment is sure! 

� And the urgency of our calling is just as real! Don’t seal it up � Rather 

make it known! 

 

The reality of the imminent return of Jesus  

 

 



2. It Changes Everything for the Unbeliever vs. 12-17 

 

This life is not all there is and you don’t have all the time in the world to live your life how you 

want to … Jesus is coming and he is coming in judgment. When he comes he will righteously and 

justly deal out the recompense for sin. 

• Isaiah 40:10 Behold, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; behold, 

his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 

 

The book of Revelation records in traumatic details the severity of this recompense. Ending with 

the final death recorded in Revelation 21:6-8. 

• The ultimate tragedy of this second death is final and eternal separation from God. 

o Romans 3:23, 6:23 
 

And yet one of the great themes throughout the book of Revelation is that even in the midst of the 

worst judgment as God’s wrath is poured out on the sin and wickedness of man, His mercy will 

still be extended.  

• As fierce and terrible as the judgments will be, up until the Great White Throne Judgment 

the wrath of God will be measured and then poured out in proportion to God’s mercy as it 

is extended to the wicked of this world 

• Even in judgment God is not willing that any should perish but that all should come to 

repentance. The invitation is still open, but Jesus is coming and it won’t be open 

forever. 

 

Jesus is coming, the judgment is real, but hope is real this morning. This is the last chapter of the 

last book and it is the last invitation recorded in the Bible.  

 

And the reality is that this may be the last invitation you hear to come and drink of the water of 

eternal life that Jesus offers.  

• This may be the last time you sense the Holy Spirit speaking to your heart, calling “Come”.   

• This may be the last time a Christian shares the Gospel with you and bids you to come to 

Jesus! 

 

The Spirit and the Word and the simple message of this preacher are inviting you to come to Jesus 

this morning … Because it may be the last invitation you receive. 

 

Recently Kim and I sat down to watch the movie Noah. It was an exercise of intentional 

discernment far more than for entertainment. I really wanted to know what it said. And there are a 

multitude of things that the movie missed on completely – like the fallen angel rock creatures that 

help build the ark for Noah, who in the end earn their way back heaven by helping man. 
 

With all of the inaccuracies in the movie (which were expected as the movie was produced by an 

atheist who said, he wanted to make a mockery of Scripture) with all these inaccuracies maybe the 

most frustrating part of the movie for me centered around the ark itself and two specific details. 

In the movie as the rains begin to come and the fountains of the deep begin to spring up and the 

violence of the flood increases, the movie portrays Noah as the one who determined who got in 

the ark and was the one who shut the door.  Not only does he shut the door, but he comes and goes 



as he tries to keep people out of the ark as if he was an angry vengeful person against the rest of 

humanity. It completely ignores the 120 years of preaching and pleading that Noah did prior to the 

flood.   

 

Not only that the Bible tells us that God determined who got on the ark and who didn’t based on 

humanities refusal to receive God’s message of coming judgment. They were not destroyed 

because God didn’t love them, no they were judged because they refused God’s warning and 

message of salvation. 

• Psalm 9:16 The Lord has made himself known; he has executed judgment; the wicked are 

snared in the work of their own hands.  

o The wicked fall into God’s wrath at their own doing. They have been warned. God’s 

attempts to turn them around shows they make the turn into hell on their own. 

 

God is the one who determined who got in the ark and then the Bible very clearly tells us in Genesis 

7, 8 that God shut the door and they did not exit again till God allowed after His judgment was 

complete. 

• Read Genesis 7:11-16, 24; 8:13-19. 

 

The second thing that really troubled me about this movie was the portrayal of the leader of the 

Sons of Cain who in complete defiance of God got himself on the ark, managed to hang on amidst 

the violence of the flood, and ultimately was able to break into the ark by cutting through the side 

of the ship with an axe!   

• Now according to the passages that we just read, the only people saved from the flood were 

the ones that entered the ark before God shut the door. No one got in by their own force or 

determination. Not even Noah and his family deserved to get in, but the Bible says that 

Noah found favor (grace) in the sight of the Lord (Genesis 6:8) and they were obedient to 

God’s Word. 

 

The ark is a symbol of salvation. The only way of salvation is by the cross. The invitation is given 

to repent and believe. But there is coming a day when the last invitation will be given and the door 

of opportunity will be closed by God.  Those who have received the invitation and responded by 

faith, will be saved.  Those who refuse will be left on the outside to receive the recompense for 

their sin. 

• Are you ready for that day if this should be the last invitation that God gives you? 

 

3. There is one final repetition of this statement in vs. 20.  Jesus says, “Surely, I am coming 

soon.” It is the benediction of the book and of God’s story of redemption. 

 

• Surely I am coming soon!  And with the John can we say this morning, “Even so come 

Lord Jesus!” 

 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Our great God in Heaven, we thank you for your grace and mercy which you have extended to us 

and by which you have provided salvation from our sin. You are patient and longsuffering with 



our failures and rejection, yet the fullness of time is coming and the end is near.  May we be ready 

for that day of your return. 

• For those who are saved, I pray that we would be diligently looking and longing for the 

day of your appearing.  That we would be living holy lives in hope of your return. May we 

be dedicated unto the spread of the Gospel and the advancement of your Kingdom.  May 

we not grow weary or apathetic.  Where these attitudes are present I pray that you would 

eradicate them from our hearts and minds that we may with joy and excitement carry out 

the work you’ve given us as we look for your return. 

 

• For those who are lost and have not received your gift of salvation, I pray that this would 

be the day they respond to the invitation you have given. 

 

 

With heads bowed and eyes closed, there may be one here this morning who needs to respond to 

the call for salvation, would you do so this morning when we sing.  Make your way down front 

where I will meet you and we will have someone take God’s Word and show you how you can be 

saved. 

 

Others may have been convicted by the Spirit because of a lack of anticipation in Christ’s return 

as seen through our apathy or carelessness in this life.  Maybe there are some who need to spend 

time in prayer rededicating their lives to Jesus and the pure life and purpose He has called us to.  

If that’s you deal with that this morning as we sing. 
 

Lord we ask for your blessing on this time of invitation.  Seal these truths in our hearts as we have 

this invitation … In Jesus name we pray Amen! 

 
 

 


