
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Jan 16 – Released Time 
Bible Class 

• Jan 25 – Deacon Meeting 

• Jan 26 – GSRM Chapel 
Service 

• Jan 27 – Singles Ministry 
Activity 

• Jan 29 – Special Business 
Meeting 

• Feb 3 – 4 – T4Y Winter 
Camp @ the Springs 

• Feb 14 – Board Meeting 

• Feb 19 – Missionary Rick 
Demastus & Family 

• Feb 22 – Deacon Meeting 

• Feb 23 – GSRM Chapel 
Service 

• Feb 24 – Singles Ministry 
Activity 

• March 4 – Deaconess 
Meeting 

Koinonia 
focus 

Lamentations 3:22-23 The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases;  his 
mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is 
your faithfulness. 

Renewal for the  
New Year 

There are times in our lives when we need a 

renewal in our relationship with God. In the 

book of Ezra, we find a time when God gave 

His people this new beginning to reestablish 

their worship to Him amid the rubble that 

lay all around them. Israel had been in 

captivity for 70 years. But God delivered 

them and brought them back to Jerusalem to 

begin again! Throughout the month of 

January, we are looking at 5 principles of 

“Renewal” that we find throughout the book 

of Ezra. Each week we are examining the 

story and calling attention to the attributes of 

God revealed in the account and then 

making an application to our lives today. 

Here is a quick look at the themes for each 

week.                                                                                    

1. Because of God’s unfailing faithfulness, 

infinite wisdom and unlimited power, 

there is hope in the midst of despair. 

2. We see a sacred zeal for God’s glory and 

how it should be seen in the like-

heartedness of our congregation, in our 

convictions which help lead others action, 

and in a focus on repentance of sin and 

forgiveness that only comes from the 

finished work of Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. We see the immutability of God and His 

eternal Word, in every change that is 

made. “Innovation apart from the Word of 

God will always lead to idolatry.” 

4. We see the sovereignty of God in the 

promise, plan and provision of God for 

the rebuilding of the temple and we learn 

that each one of us must be willing to 

trust God and take the next step. We 

cannot afford to be content with what was 

done in the past.  

5. Finally, we will see that God is the Alpha 

and Omega, the beginning and the end. 

He is the creator, sustainer and His glory 

is to be the great pursuit of every aspect of 

our lives!  

If you ‘ve missed the first couple of weeks, 

don’t miss out on the rest!  

JANUARY 2017  
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MISSION TRIP TO 
AFRICA  
 

One day in the Spring semester of my college days back in 2001, I 

was sitting by myself in the church sanctuary waiting for chapel to 

start. Suddenly, a guy sat down next to me and said, “Hey brother, 

I’m going to be your friend! My name is David.” I think he felt sorry 

for me because I was sitting by myself, but that day marked the 

beginning of one of my closest friendships. David Whetstone would 

go on to start Mentor Leaders and has been used by God to see 

extraordinary things accomplished for God’s Kingdom. It has been 

an honor for our church to support David as one of our missionaries!  

This summer marks the 10th anniversary that Mentor Leaders has 

been working in Togo, W. Africa, and Kim and I have the 

opportunity to join David and his team as they take a 12 day trip to 

the area for evangelistic work, orphan care, and the anniversary 

celebration. We have to decide very soon whether or not both of us or 

just myself will go on the trip. The trip will cost $3,800 - $4,000 per 

person. Would you pray with us for wisdom in making this decision 

as well as for God’s provision to go? 

What does 

Koinonia Mean? 
Koinonia is a transliterated form of the Greek word, 
κοινωνία, which means communion, joint participation. 
It is most often translated “fellowship” in the New 
Testament. 

I was asked the question several 

months back, “What does 

Koinaonia mean?” To answer that 

question for others who may have 

wondered the same thing, here is 

an explanation from the 

Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical 

Theology.  

To appreciate the full meaning of 

the word-group in the New 

Testament that conveys the nature 

and reality of Christian fellowship 

(koinōnia) as used in the New 

Testament, it is necessary to be 

aware of two fundamental points. 

First, the fact and experience of 

Christian fellowship only exists 

because God the Father through  

Jesus Christ, the Son, and by/in 

the Spirit has established in grace 

a relation (a “new covenant”) with 

humankind. Those who believe 

the gospel of the resurrection are 

united in the Spirit through the 

Son to the Father. 

The relation leads to the reality of 

relatedness and thus to an 

experienced relationship (a 

“communion”) between man and 

God. And those who are thus “in 

Christ” (as the apostle Paul often 

states) are in communion not only 

with Jesus Christ (and the Father) 

in the Spirit but also with one 

another. This relatedness, 

relationship, and communion is 

fellowship. 

By his sacrificial death and glorious 

resurrection/exaltation, Jesus Christ 

brought into being a new creation, a 

new order, and a new epoch. 

Though this new situation will only 

be present in fullness at the end of 

this evil age, it is a reality now on 

this earth. Christ exercises his 

relation in this new creation in and 

through the controlling and 

liberating Holy Spirit, whom the 

Father sends in the name of Christ. 

Thus to be “in the Spirit” is also to 

be “in Christ.” And this is another 

way of saying that Christians who 

are baptized into Christ and given 

the gift of the Spirit are 

dynamically related to the Father 

through the incarnate Son in and by 

the Spirit of the Father and the Son. 

On the basis of this relation there is 

fellowship for Christians both with 

God and with each other. 

In the second place, it is probably 

best not to use the word 

“community” as a synonym for 

“fellowship.” The reason for this is 

that in modern English  

Faith Promise Giving 
Faith Promise Missions Commitment cards have been distributed 

over the past 4 weeks. We have already begun to have some turned 

in, but we are praying that more will still come in. Every year 

we’ve seen God’s faithfulness and the fruits of faith through this 

ministry! 

We are asking everyone who plans to give to Faith Promise, to fill 

out a new card, whether or not you have filled one out in the past.  

The cards that are turned in through the month of January will be 

used to calculate our goal for 2017. 

125th Anniversary 
South Baptist Church was organized on September 1, 1892 with 17 

charter members. This September marks the 125th Anniversary of 

South Baptist Church and we need your help as we begin to make 

plans for a special Anniversary Celebration. We would like to form 

a small planning committee from our congregation to help prepare. 

Make plans to attend the Special Business Meeting on January 29 

following the morning worship service for initial discussion on the 

Anniversary Celebration. 

 “community” presupposes 

“individualism” and thus carries a  

meaning that is necessarily foreign 

to biblical presuppositions since 

individualism (i.e., the thinking of a 

human being as an “individual” and 

as the basic unity of society) is, 

technically speaking, a modern 

phenomenon. So “community” 

seemingly inevitably today usually 

refers to a group, body, or society 

that is formed by the coming 

together of “individuals” in a 

contractual way. The emphasis is on 

the initiative of the “individuals” 

and on the voluntary nature of the 

group thus formed. In contrast, 

koinōnia has its origin in a 

movement out of the internal, 

eternal relation, relatedness, and 

communion of the Godhead of the 

Father and the Son and the Holy 

Spirit. Koinōnia for baptized 

believers is thus a participation 

within human experience of the 

communion of the living God 

himself. 

Walter A. Elwell and Walter A. Elwell, Evangelical 

Dictionary of Biblical Theology 


