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A Biblical View of Worship Part 2 
“Missing the Point” 
 

In 2003, Brian McLaren and Tony Campolo released the book, 

Adventures in Missing the Point. In this book they ask 

questions like: “Have we missed the point in the way we are 

living out our faith? Are our churches and broadcasts and 

organizations merely creating religious consumers of religious 

products and programs? Or are we creating a self-isolating, 

self-serving, self-promoting, self-centered subculture, instead 

of a world-penetrating (like salt and light), transforming, God-

centered counter-culture?” 

McLaren and Campolo write from an emergent church 

perspective (see page 3), but raise some very good questions. 

Indeed, the church has missed the point at times. Churches have 

missed the point at the corporate level as well as believers at 

the individual, personal level. “The church is sanctioning the 

idea that when someone comes in its doors it is okay to view 

that person as a consumer, somebody who is going to attempt 

to hitch up a product to their own felt need.”  This approach to 

the church and worship puts the individual or the worshippers 

at the center instead of God. 
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Blessings in Christ 
2 Peter 1:3-8 says, “His divine power has granted 

to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, 

through the knowledge of him who called us to his 

own glory and excellence. By which he has 

granted to us his precious and very great 

promises, so that through them you may become 

partakers of the divine nature, having escaped 

from the corruption that is in the world because of 

sinful desire. For this very reason, make every 

effort to supplement your faith with virtue and 

virtue with knowledge, and knowledge with self-

control, and self-control with steadfastness, and 

steadfastness with godliness, and godliness with 

brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with 

love. For if these qualities are yours and are 

increasing, they keep you from being ineffective 

or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.” 

Wow! What a tremendous reality that is for our lives. 

In Christ we have been given everything we need to live 

a victorious Christian life. God isn’t holding anything 

back from you. It is yours in Christ.  

What are some of these blessings that we have in 

Christ? Ephesians 1:3 says, “Blessed be the God and 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 

Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 

places …” And then goes on to list a number of these 

blessings. Read through Ephesians 1 and notice the 

blessings connected with being in Christ as a believer: 

• Adoption as sons vs. 5 

• Redemption and the forgiveness of sins vs. 7 

• Eternal inheritance vs. 12 

• Sealed with the Holy Spirit vs. 13 

I don’t know about you, but there are days when I lose 

sight of the blessings I have in Jesus Christ. There are 

days when it feels like I am really struggling to follow 

Jesus the way I ought to, and I need to be reminded of 

these realities! Both Peter and Paul take great care to 

illustrate the foundation upon which we can rejoice in 

Christ, and give Him all the praise and honor and glory 

due unto His name.   

I want to encourage you to stop at some point today and 

recount the blessings you have in Jesus Christ.  What 

else can you add to this list? As you make your list, be 

thankful unto God and give Him praise. And then share 

a testimony of those blessings with someone, unto the 

praise and glory of God! 

 

Forward by Faith 

We began 2016 with this as our theme, and our 

prayer and vision over the next 3 years is that as 

a church we would “diligently seek after and 

trust God to revitalize our church once again!” 

We set 4 strategic goals to this end, and a 

number of specific objectives to help us reach 

these goals. These goals are: 

1. Clarify Expectations and Raise the Bar for 

Church Members 

2. Establish a Clear Process of Discipleship 

3. Lead Our People to an Intentional 

Outward Focus 

4. Develop Leadership and Relational Skills 

At our most recent church business meeting last 

month, we voted to update our church Statement of 

Faith. This was one of our objectives for 

accomplishing #1 of our stated goals. If you have 

not already done so, please visit our church website 

(www.sbcbaycity.org) to familiarize yourself with 

these changes. As we said throughout that process, 

“Our beliefs have not changed, but we want to be 

clear in what we do believe.”  

As we move forward we will continue to work 

diligently to accomplish these goals as we trust God 

to revitalize our church once again!  Please pray 

with us to this end, and as a part of this body of 

believers do all that you can do to help us 

accomplish these goals. 

 



 

Article continued …  

At the same time people are coming to church with certain 

expectations. Thom Rainer writes, “All the research studies of 

which I am aware, including my own, return to one major theme 

to explain the exodus of church members: a sense of some need 

not being filled. In other words, these members have ideas of 

what a local congregation should provide for them, and they 

leave because those provisions have not been met.”  Sometimes 

those expectations are legitimate and the church is to blame. 

But perhaps more times than we acknowledge, people leave the 

church because of a self-centered expectation or “entitlement”.   

The question before many church congregations and pastors is, 

“How can the church grow both effectively and biblically?” 

According to an article entitled, “What Millennials Want When 

They Visit Church,” The Barna Group Vice President Clint 

Jenkins indicates where our focus should be: “If, at the end of 

the day, teens and adults can say they met with God in your 

faith community, getting them to come back won’t be much of 

an issue … The fact remains that 8 out of 10 young adults say 

growing closer to or learning about God are the two most 

important reasons to attend church. When they show up at 

church or a worship or learning opportunity, they do so hoping 

there is Someone present to worship or learn about.”  

In Matthew 2:2 when the wise men came before King Herod, 

Scripture says that they asked, “Where is he that is born King 

of the Jews? For we have seen his star in the east, and are come 

to worship him.” They did not come to get something from 

God, instead they came to worship Him. They caught a glimpse 

of God’s glory displayed in the sky, sought truth from God’s 

Word, and in response they set out to worship the Lord. In every 

place in Scripture where worship is found, it begins, is centered 

on and ends with God and His glory! There certainly is 

“Someone” to worship. However, when this is missed, 

neglected or passed over for some other objective, we have 

missed the point! 

Selection from Pastor Mark Kirkpatrick’s  
Master of Ministry Seminary Writing Project 

The Emergent Church Explained – 
John MacArthur 

The Emerging Church Movement is an 

amorphous sort of loose-knit association 

of churches that have decided that there is 

value, there is even virtue in uncertainty 

about Scripture. The bottom line in the 

movement is they believe that we aren't 

even supposed to understand precisely 

what the Bible means. And to me, that's 

the big issue. It is an attack on the clarity 

of Scripture and they elevate themselves 

as if this is some noble reality. … We can't 

be certain. We are the truly spiritual ones." 

It has overtones of spiritual pride, a false 

kind of spiritual pride which they call 

humility. They say, "We're too humble to 

say that we know what the Bible means." 

It is a denial that we can know what the 

Bible really says. They have embraced 

this mystery as if it's true spirituality. And 

so, it becomes celebration of mystery, a 

celebration of ignorance, a celebration 

that we can't really know. I think it's just 

another form of liberalism. I think it's just 

another form of denying the clarity of 

Scripture. 
(https://www.gty.org/resources/pdf/sermons/GTY107) 
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