
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOUTH BAPTIST CHURCH NEWSLETTER  

FEBRUARY 2016 

Sunday Night Series: 
“Current Culture” 

Should I be scared of global 
warming? What is Islam? Is there 
hope for substance abusers? Should 
our nation go to war? Does God 
approve of a free market economy? 
What is a good strategy for personal 
purity? Does God promise me 
health and wealth? Does God care if 
I gamble? Does God hate 
homosexuals? How should I 
respond to immigration problems? 

Questions like these need answers. 
They arise as we are confronted 
with culture every day in both our 
private and public lives. We can’t 
escape culture, and we should not 
try to ignore it. We are wise to 
consider cultural issues through the 
lens of the Word of God. That is 
what this course will help you do. 

The topics are widely varied, but all 
of them affect us all in some way. 
Through this course you will be able 
to understand  that the Bible has all 
the answers for our questions about 

culture, and that we must be very 
careful not to let culture tell us how to 
answer these questions. 

The Bible is timeless. It addresses 
today’s culture as if God had recently 
inspired it. Join us as we seek to know 
God’s Word for the times that we are 
confronted with Current Culture. 

 

Classes for all ages meet each  
Sunday Night at 6:00 pm.  

Church Events 

 

• Feb 7th – Valentines 

Potluck 

• Feb 7th – “Current Culture” 

Sunday Night Series 

Begins 

• Feb 14th – Valentine’s Day 

• Feb 15th – President’s Day 

• Feb 25th – GSRM Chapel 

Service 

• Feb 26th – Singles Ministry 

Activity Night 

• March 5th – Men Modeling 

the Master Conference 

• March 13th – Missionary 

Speaker: David Wears 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forward by  
Faith 
Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but 

this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are 

behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are 

before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the 

high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 

Philippians 3:13-14 

Long Term Vision: To 

diligently seek after and 

trust God to “revitalize” 

this church again! 

The word revitalize means 

“to give new life or vigor,” 

“to make active, healthy 

and energetic again.” So 

when we say that we are 

seeking after and trusting 

God to revitalize our  

church, we are saying that 

we desire God to change 

our heart attitude, actions, 

enthusiasm, and energy to 

the end that our church 

thrive and flourish once 

again for His glory!  

Church Revitalization is a 

work that God does first 

of us personally. It is a 

3 Year Goals: 

1. Clarify expectations and Raise 
the Bar for Members 

• Update Church Constitustion 
and Statement of Faith 

• Establish a Church Covenant 
for all Members 

• Clarify the Church Mission 
Statement 

2. Establish a Clear Process of 
Discipleship 

• Teach a series on “Simple 
Church” by Thom Rainer 

• Establish a New Membership 
Class 

3. Lead People to an Intentional 
Outward Focus 

• Implement a Consistent 
Visitation Program 

• Conduct 2 Special Emphasis 
Sundays 

4. Develop Leadership and 
Relational Skills 

• Establish Leadership 
Accountability 

• Identify and Train Future 
Leaders 

• Complete “50 Barriers to 
Growing Your Church” 
Evaluation 

• Complete the “Consultation 
Series on Church 
Revitalization” 

supernatural work that comes 

from God, but is 

accomplished in our lives 

and demands hard work and 

commitment.  

As we talk about and work 

towards “Revitalization” we 

are not interested in merely 

doing different things 

(though we will probably 

seek certain strategic 

changes) nor are we 

interested in merely doing 

more things (though we do 

desire to clarify and raise the 

bar of expectation for each 

member).  Rather we want 

the change to begin in the 

heart. And as God transforms 

our hearts and lives this 

revitalization will give new 

life, vitality, and significance 

to the things that we are and 

will do. 

A Biblical View of Worship 
Part 1: Introduction 
It can often be heard about 
churches today in which 
congregational members 
are dissatisfied, even bored 
and they wonder why they 
should even attend. That is 
a sad commentary to say 
the least. According to the 
way worship is described in 
Scripture, why should 
anyone feel that way in 
church today, be it Sunday 
morning, Sunday evening 
or at a Wednesday prayer 
service? Do we not worship 
and serve the same God 
declared to us in the Bible? 
In Scripture when God’s 
people enter into the 
presence of God the 
worship that is recorded is 
marked by fear and 
trembling, dynamic praise, 
and real life change. In 1 
Kings 8 when God’s 
presence filled the Temple, 
the priests were so 
overwhelmed that they 
could not continue 
performing their services. 

In Acts 4 the buildings 
shook at God’s presence 
and the people went out 
preaching the Word with 
boldness. And in Isaiah 6, 
among the other results 
recorded, Isaiah’s vision of 
God led to his surrender to 
God’s calling on his life. 
Unfortunately, even in 
large congregations this 
humbling, dynamic and 
life changing worship 
seems to be missing more 
often than not. Jen 
Hatmaker writes, “It is not 
only the world who seems 
uninterested in the church, 
but it also appears that the 
church is irrelevant to the 
people who do go.”  Week 
in and week out believers 
gather with one another for 
what is often labeled as a 
“worship” service, but then 
leave that gathering to 
reengage life as they know 
it, with little to no 
demonstrateable evidence 
that they did indeed gather 
in the presence of their 
God to worship Him!  

 The subject of worship is often 
misunderstood in churches 
today. And at the root of this 
misunderstanding, at least in 
part, is a flawed view of God. 
This misunderstanding has 
contributed to a self-centered, 
self-serving approach to 
worship and ultimately to 
decline in the church.  
Even though this “modern” 
approach to the church and 
worship brings increased 
numbers in certain places, a 
low view of God has 
contributed to a long term 
decline. At a recent conference 
on “Church Revitalization” 
Mark Dever, the Pastor of 
Capitol Hills Baptist Church, 
told of numerous churches and 
how they have in a very short 
amount of time (one was less 
than ten years) declined from 
mega church status down to 
10-15 people, ready to close 
the doors. 
The church must never lose 
sight of the transcendence and 
immanence of God when it 
comes to worship. There must 

be a renewed understanding that 
God is both great and near to His 
people. When the church strays 
from this view it not only robs 
God of the worship of which He 
is worthy, but it also hurts His 
church. As will be seen later, 
there is a direct connection 
between one’s view of God and 
the worship it produces, and the 
surrender of this individual to the 
work to which God has called His 
church. In other words, when the 
church gets worship wrong, it 
among other things contributes to 
its own decline, but when the 
church gets worship right, God is 
honored and the church is 
strengthened. 

Selection from Pastor Mark 
Kirkpatrick’s Master of Ministry 

Seminary Writing Project 


